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dures—for every step of production, to
ensure everything is done the way it’s sup-
posed to be. Mark hired Prima
Communications in Michigan to handle
that. Prima writes SOPs for pharmaceuti-
cal companies and other industries, so
they could easily handle SOPs on topics
such as cart washing, entering and leaving
building, taking herb cuttings and so on.

As for the cost of certification, Mark
estimates it at about $5,000. There’s
also an annual fee, which helps support
the process.

es Talk

At the time of our visit in late
January, the greenhouses were practi-
cally empty. But by March 12, the date
of an open house that Elzinga’s host-
ing, the facility should be filling up
with the organic products slated to
ship to Meijer stores this spring.
Planned production includes 25,000
flats of herbs; 75,000 flats of 3.5-in.

FILTER FEEDER
FROM NEPTUNE

* Remove fine particles from
greenhouse irrigation water

¢ Introduce chemicals
into water system l .

* Ring-top filter bags
are avail. in 1-, 5-,
20- and 50-micron
ratings

e 2.5 gallon (67 dia.]
or 7.5-gallon
(10" dia) capacities

°* Rated to 300 psi,
with 3/4" NPT or

1-1/2” NPT
connections ’ -
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Neptune

CHEMICAL PUMP CO.. INC.
Tei: 888-3NEPTUNE
www.neptunel.com
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Mark Elzinga and Roger Rosenthal with two 500-gal. compost tea brewers from Growing Solutions
(see more on page 38). It takes 24 hours to brew a batch; they’ll empty these into a 1,000-gal. tank,
which will supply the greenhouse.

vegetables (12-count flats); 20,000
10%-in. pots of “Urban Gardener”
vegetables; 50,000 S-in. heirloom
tomatoes; 6,000 “Flavors by the
Gallon” veggies; and 20,000 S5-in.
“Ethnic Flavors” herbs and veggies.
But that’s just spring. Mark says
there are gaps in the greenhouse based
on the season. For instance, they could
be shipping south in the winter when
Midwest customers aren’t taking veg-

Lock Drives are known globally for
their precise unequaled integrated
limit switch system. Precision and

accuracy saves you money on energy
and repairs. For your vents or curtain
systems you can relax and rely on
Lock Drives.

Hotline 877.562.5487

etables. So Mark’s next task is to
broaden his customer base while
expanding his organic program to
make maximum use of his organic
capabilities.

“There are opportunities,” Mark
says. “We’re working with Plug
Connection on some of their programs.
We’re trying to develop some of our
own off-season programs. We need to
fill this space up.” =

Our Eye is on
Precision

www.lockdrives.com
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A& array of 2[&,‘) solar panels pre-heat the
) it's pumped into 23 miles
of in-ground tubi

Growing Trays
Available in many sizes

and styles to match a wide
variety of needs.

Travelling Irrigator

Custom-built to fit your
greenhouse or crop shelter
from the highest quality
component parts.

Plug Dislodger

Designed to accommodate
several sizes of plug trays,
using a common frame.

Vam{ana TllelQS..' SL’C’»L'{L’I‘
Sows entire tray at one drop.
Templates easy to change.
Will'handle any tray size.

.
hg WAS
% W We

~ . &
Il Growing Systems, Inc.

2950 N. Weil St. Milwaukee, WI 53212 « Ph (414) 263-3131

“Fax (414) 263-2454
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